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Welcome Newest Members  
 
Vineyards Gourmet 
 
Lake Michigan Golf Hills 
 
Eco-Logical Cleaners 
 
BDM Services 
 

 

� COLOMA WATERVLIET AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
P.O. Box 418 

Coloma, MI 49038                 
Web: www.coloma-watervliet.org                 468-9160       Email: info@coloma-watervliet.org                                 

Abraham Lincoln: Self-Made in America will be at the North Berrien 
Historical Museum April 3 - May 1, 2009. The exhibit is traveling 
from the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in Springfield, IL. The 
exhibit celebrates the Lincoln Bicentennial and features seven display 
cases with reproduction Lincoln artifacts. Lincoln related events will 
take place throughout April. Additional activities include book discus-
sion groups at the Coloma and Watervliet Libraries and educational 
trunks that will be loaned to local schools. The keynote speaker will be 
Dr. William Anderson, the chair of the Michigan Lincoln Bicentennial 
Committee. Dr. Anderson will speak at the museum on Thursday, 
April 23 at 7pm.  Stay tuned for information on the opening reception 
for the exhibit on April 3rd.  
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              NEW CWACC MAP   
 
The Coloma Watervliet Area Chamber of 
Commerce is once again doing a full color 
local map.  This is a beautiful marketing 
piece for the area and if you would like to 
purchase ad space give the chamber office 
a call and Vern Vierk our NovoPrint USA 

representative will contact you and set up a time to meet with you per-
sonally.  You can choose a space and size that fits your budget. We only 
have 1 box of maps left from the 10,000 that we started with over 2 
years ago.  So don’t miss this opportunity to showcase your business.   
Vern would like to wrap up the map sales in the next few weeks so don’t 
delay in choosing your spot on the map.  We hope to have this to the 
printer soon and in your hands by late spring.  Each member that pur-
chases ad space will have the finished product delivered right to your 
business so that you have them available to use and to give to your cus-
tomers.  If you would like to contact Vern directly on his cell phone  you 
can reach him at 219-688-4860 or call Chana at the office at 468-9160.  
Let NovoPrint USA and the CWACC put you on the map! 

The CWACC is looking forward 
to the spring and all the activity 
that goes along with warmer 
weather.  Take a look inside this 
newsletter to see all the events 
happening in the next few weeks 
and months and make a commit-
ment to supporting these busi-
nesses and community events.  
The CWACC looks forward this 
year to kicking off a fundraiser 
beginning in the spring and wrap-
ping up before Labor Day  Stay 
tuned for more information on 
how you can be a part of the fun.  
We know that these are tough 
economic times so it is even more 
important to support your local 
merchants any way that you can.  
We are encouraged to see our 
newest chamber member Eco-
Logical Cleaners as they furiously 
work on the transformation of 
their building in downtown Co-
loma.  We wish them the best of 
luck as they get ready for their 
grand opening in the near future. 
We look back at the past year and 
we are excited that we were a part 
of welcoming some community 
members that took the plunge and 
started their own businesses. We 
were invited to share in the excite-
ment of Lee’s Boutique, Punkin 
Patch Learning Center and Azteca 
Mexican Restaurant as they cut 
their ribbons and opened their 
doors for future successes.  Thank 
you again to the 300 or so that 
came out to swim and be a part of 
our most recent fall After Hours at 
Surfari Joes at the Ramada.  Call 
the chamber office if you have 
ideas on how we can help pro-
mote your business or the commu-
nities of Coloma Watervliet as a 
whole.  Let’s work together to 
make this a wonderful place to 
live, grow and do business.   
Lee Scherwitz,   
CWACC President 
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������������������3rd Annual Business Recognition 
 
Each year the chamber recognizes a business in the Coloma 
and Watervliet area the chamber feels contributes greatly to 
our communities.  This year we are going to do things a little 
differently and honor two businesses that in the past 2 years 

have previously been nominated by chamber members but have yet to receive their 
recognition.  The chamber is proud to announce that the Tri-City Record in down-
town Watervliet will be the recipient of the Community Impact Award and the award 
of Community Investment will go to Jollay Orchards in Coloma.  That said, we 
know that our members want to congratulate these two businesses and hear a little 
history of how and why they decided to invest and be a part of our little corner of the 
world.  We know that it has been a long cold winter so put on some summer attire and 
join us as we honor these most deserving winners.  Drag those flip flops out of hiber-
nation put on your tropical shirt let’s have a Hawaiian themed event.  
                                         Business Recognition Event 
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RSVP to Chana by March  with number attending to 468-9160 or email your RSVP to 
chana@coloma-watervliet.org. 

 

 
2009 Chamber Meeting Schedule  

All meetings 12 noon 
Join us RSVP not required 

 
 

March 10th   
Friendly Tavern 

 
April 14  

Board of Trade 
 

May 12  
Friendly Tavern 

 
June 9th  

Board of Trade  
 

July 14 
Friendly Tavern 

 
August 11th 

Board of Trade 
 

September 8th 
Friendly Tavern 

 
October 13th  

Board of Trade 
 

November 10th  
Friendly Tavern 

 
No Meeting in December  

       
   PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 
 
Would you like to highlight your 
business with an After Hours 
Event?  This past year the chamber 
worked with  four new businesses 
to welcome them to the community 
with a ribbon cutting and after 
hours.  Maybe your business has 
been in operation for many years 
and you have done something new 
or would like an opportunity to put 
the spotlight on your business.  Let 
us help you. Our last afterhours 
event at Surfari Joes was a tremen-
dous success with over 300 people 
that gave an RSVP.  Contact the 
chamber at 468-9160 for more in-
formation on how you too can host 
an After Hours Event.   

�
�
�
�
�
��������������������������������������� Attention Chamber Members and Community Officials 
                            Chemical Bank is hosting an After Hours event  at the Waterfront Restaurant 
 
                                                         When:  March 19th 2009 5-7pm  
                                           Where:  Waterfront Restaurant (5713 Beech Coloma) 
  
                              Guest speaker, Steve Starner from the Van Buren County Sheriff’s Dept.  
                                                   Speaking at 6:00pm about Retail Theft  
                                                    from their Business Protection Seminar.                        
                                            
                                                               Complimentary appetizers  
 
                                Please RSVP to Chana at the CWACC office at 757-2457 or  
                                        email a response to chana@coloma-watervliet.org 
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To introduce new CWACC member BDM Services, we interviewed owner Calli Berg. What is BDM Services? 

BDM Services is a contracting and consulting firm offering customized business development management to 
busy professionals who need an experienced resource to utilize available tools, programs, services, processes or best 
practices ( “strategies”) that can help them to cut costs or increase revenues. BDM Services creates, implements, and 
manages a specifically designed mix of strategies to maximize the profit margin. 

Why did you start BDM Services? There is a gap in the economic development cycle that I knew I could fill. In 
the past, I would visit a business and provide information on strategies to help them retain and create jobs, and ex-
pand and invest in their businesses. This means a stronger tax base for the community for better public services and 
safety, infrastructure, education, and recreation, In turn that attracts people and businesses to live and work in a com-
munity, ultimately creating a better environment in which to do business. Increasingly, though, companies lack inter-
nal resources to research, implement, and manage strategies, cash flow to hire a full time professional, or knowledge 
on who to consult for help. Frustrated by the opportunities that companies (and communities) are losing, I started 
BDM Services to close that gap and offer that resource that helps businesses capitalize on the available strategies. 

Who are your target customers and what do they need? Customers are private, public, profit, not-for-profit, or 
community based organizations looking at ways to improve their bottom line. Long-term customers want a compre-
hensive plan with multiple strategies, can make internal invests and spend time building sustainability. They ask how 
they can get leaner, cut more costs, diversify, or pursue new customers. Short-term customers have specific needs 
and require project or program management. They may need help with financial packaging, an application, a fund-
raising campaign, a process or project implementation or coordination, or need help with research, documentation, 
marketing, or training activities. 

Potential customers can request a complimentary consultation to help them identify and analyze their needs, 
objectives, challenges, and goals, and lay out a preliminary business development or project management plan. 

Can you tell us a bit about yourself? I have ten years experience in economic and community development and 
ten years as a writer and trainer, and hold Certified Economic Developer and Economic Development Finance Pro-
fessional certifications. I am a member and past President of the Executive and Professional Women’s Association, 
long time Junior Achievement consultant, and Humane Society volunteer. I live in Coloma with my husband and two 
teenagers. Thank you for featuring BDM Services in your newsletter. This is a great opportunity to reach out to 
chamber members and friends 

                                                                Vineyards Gourmet 
Here is what Brenda Fulton had to say about their wonderful business at 3251 on 
Friday Rd in Coloma…. 
John decided after 38 years in the construction business to retire and that he wanted to 

make chocolates.  That was when Vineyards Gourmet was born.  We broke ground April 12, 2008 and opened our 
doors for business on Aug.1, 2008, three and a half months later. 
 
John makes five different types of fudge: old-fashioned with and without nuts, pumpkin pie, peanut butter, and rasp-
berry almond.  He also makes a wide variety of chocolates such as turtles, peanut butter cups, brittles and such in not 
only milk chocolate, but white and dark chocolate also. 
We also have a full line of sugar-free candy, gourmet gummy candy and other chocolate covered nuts, fruits and 
creams. 
Our gift shop includes handmade items by local artists including myself such as: jewelry, hand painted wine glasses, 
stuffed animals, hand woven baskets, and beautiful handcrafted furniture.  Also we carry honey, maple syrup made by 
local suppliers. 
Our gourmet items include gift baskets, cheeses, crackers, smoked salmon and even caviar for gift giving. 
Our shop hours are Monday - Saturday 10 - 5:00 and Sunday 11 - 5.  All of items can be viewed on our website:  vine-
yardsgourmet.com or you can contact us at 468-4778. 
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Looking Ahead 
*  

 On Going Exhibit at North 
Berrien Historical Museum 

Hats, Caps and Bonnets 
* 

Chemical Bank Event 
March 19th 

Waterfront Restaurant 
RSVP  

468-9160 
* 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade  
March 20th downtown  

Coloma  
Stay tuned for more details 

* 
Lincoln Exhibit  

Opening Reception  
Friday April 3rd 

5-7 p.m. 
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